


















































































































































































































































































































































































































Cultivating Japanese proficiency for academic subjects: 
Japanese III “Reading” in the Faculty of Policy Studies
Kazuyo YAMAGUCHI, Naoko YAMAMOTO
Abstract
　 The goals of the Faculty of Policy Studies at Nanzan University are for students to 
acquire academic knowledge and skills in specialized policy fields, by identifying and 
analyzing problems of our more diverse and complicated modern society from a 
multidirectional viewpoint.
　 One in ten students that this Faculty accepts are foreign students, mainly from Asia.  
Even those students with no Japanese language study background are admitted directly 
into a special freshman Japanese language program that prepares them to take regular 
academic subjects in Japanese just one and a half years later.  Courses in this Japanese 
language program are defined as ‘general education’ courses and are divided into three 
ascending Japanese proficiency levels: I, II and III.  In Japanese I, introductory classes in 
Japanese ‘grammar’, ‘reading and composition’ and ‘listening and speaking’ classes are 
offered, whereas in JapaneseⅡand III, students take ‘reading’, ‘listening and speaking’, 
‘writing’ and ‘presentation’ courses to develop their academic Japanese.  
　 This paper reports on the Japanese III ‘reading’ course, which aims to develop 
academic knowledge and skills necessary to read academic papers and other literature 
relevant to policy studies.  
KeyWords：academic subjects, general education subjects, reading class, academic 
Japanese, specialized field, content-based
